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_ BRITISH HANDS:
 GERMANS SUFFER FRIGHTFUL LOSSES

aig, Thoﬁgh\Not Claiming Possession

of Gfeb.t-Co'al Centre, Says Troops Are Operating East of Lievin,
Which Was Taken Saturday—Foe Leaves 1,500 Dead Before

British Lix_l\es in Counter-attrack‘ on Bapaume Road —

(8p

London, " April 16.—Apparently the
city of Lens, the great coal centre of
northern France, has fallen before
‘the British drive. The night official
report speaks only- of progress “east
of Llevin, where our troops are ap-
proaching thé outskirts of Lens.” '

. But the correspondents of Lloyd's
news with the British army tele-
graphs that British patrols entered
the city between 4 and § o’clock this
morning, and other correspondents
tell. of incidents indicating that the
Gerrhans have abandoned the town,
and that the British are walking into
_it, i

The German trench system along
the slag heaps in front of the city
has been practically, pulverized by the
blast-fire from General Horne's bat-
‘teries. Kast of the  city they have
"another network: of trenches in which
\itis belleved they¥ ‘may make a tem-
_porary stand bdeforq retirlng.to the
supplementary _tindenburg line .be-
tween Drocourt and Queant.

“Foe Completely Crushed:

While British gunas were plowing a

Wwday to turn the northerh hinge of the

_Field Marshal let loose - against the
British wedge threatening the southern
;hinge the most powerful blow he hua
delivered sinéé the beginning of his
wide withdrawal. It failed completely.

Along a six-mile front on both sides
of the Bapaume-Cambrai high road he
concentrated the artillery fire of a
great park of fleld pieces and then
launched a succession of heavy in-
/fantry attacks, The Germans suc-
Yeeded in penetrating Lagnicourt,

- which Is practically. the centre of the
British fighting front.

Haig's men
- quickly rallled, however, and drove
the enemy out in disorder, capturing
three hundred prisoners at the same
time, making a total of 700 prisoners
durlng the week-end. The British
line to-night stands where it did be-
fore, and 1,600 German dead have
been counted in the area just beyond.

A Significant Result.

This general engagement and de-
cisive defeat iz noteworthy, because
it Indicates that the Germans, with all
the advantage on their side, are un-
able to stem the British tide. Noreuil
is just west of Queant, the strong bas-
tion of the second line of defence,
along which the Germans have mass-
od their heavy and light artillery.
‘There is a striking contrast between
this action and the performance of
the British two days ago, when they
made their wide gains along the
Metz-Hargicourt sector. Though ex-
ceedingly well provided with artillery,
hoth powerful and mobile, Prince
Rupprecht's first thrust in what the
Germans call “the war of movement"
must be recorded as a costly failure.
The Berlin night report makes no
claim on success, merely stating:
‘““T'here has been lively fighting north
of the Bapaume-Cambrai road.”

The German thrust did not check
British progress either at St. Quen-
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Lille is the Key
Haig Would Turn

(Canadian Press Despatch.)

London, April 15.—Field Mar-
shal Sir Douglas Halg's principal
object in his advance on Lens, is
rather to turn La Bassce from the
south, La Basse and Lens forms

- ing the outworks of Lille, which
is the key to the whole German
position in  Flanders, and once
these two towns are in the lands
of the British, Lille will be ser-
iously threatened.

Unofficial reports say that the
total heavy guvus taken from' the
Germans since the drive began
number over 200,

tin, where ground was gained east
and north of Gricourt, or forty-five
miles away at Lens. With the cap-
ture of that city the French will be
in a position once more to meet their
acute coal shortage, which, to an ex-
tent, has interfered with the manu-
facture of rnunitions.

French artillery conrtinues to heavily
bombard the city.

The_ Belgian troops last night pen-
etrated Dixmude as far as the second
German lines, which they found va-
cated. Heavy artillery fighting was
reported on the entire Belgian front.

How Attack Was Planned.

The Reuter correspondent at Brit-
ish Headquarters, gives an interesting
story of how the British officlals
studled beforehand a small model of
Vimy Ridge, moulded by an ingeni-
ous officer out of plaster, indicating
every naturat feature, the trenches,
rallways, defences, roads and streamas,
even the mine craters, prepared
from aerial photographs and direct
observation, and all avallable local
knowledge that could be obtained,
and that knowledge thus gained prov-
ed of immense advantage when the
attack was carried out,

Civilians Quit Lens;
German Line Broken

(Canadlan Press Despatch.)

I'rom a Staff Correspondent of the
Associated Press, British Headgquar-
ters in France, April 15 (via London)
—Fighting lilke men with their backs
to the wall, the Germans are making
desperate resistance to the British ad-
vance, especially along the Hinden-
burg line from Queant to St. Quentin.
This line has been definitely broken
between Queant and Arras, conse-
quently the Germans are attempting
to hold from Queant southward,

In the meantime Lens was .belng
approached late to-day from three di-
rections. ‘The civillan population was

evacuated by the Germans on Friduy;
no person was allowed more than
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TORONTO,

The Greater Toronto Labor party was
tormed and officers elected.

The Y. M. C. A. opened a Red Triangle
Club for moldlers in n former hotel.

Merchants protested hefore the Domlinlon
Rallway Board ageinst ‘the new cartage
rates,

Sir Lyman Melvin-Jones, Secnator and
President of the Massey-Harris Company,
died In his T4th year.

Soldfers an@ employers are to meet to-
day In an effort to adjust the matiers
avhich resulted in recent ralds.

Speaking at & memorial aervics, TRev.
T, G. Wallace sald soldlers’ atandards
would compare with those of the Church.

Prof. C. A, Zavitz, speaking before the
Royal Canadian Institute, said good seed
was the firet step towards increased pro-
‘Auction.

Prof. J. €. Mclennan of fthe depurtment
of physics, Unlversity of Toronte, has been

{nvitad to sit on the British Board of In-
ventions and Research,

THE DOMINION,

Malhlon E. Lyon, ex-Warden ot Eilgin
county, died at Monrovia, Cal, at the age
Of useventy-two.

Enst Middlesex ‘Liberals nomlnated Jameas

M. Ross. of Lucan. u merchant, candidate
for the Commons,

Hydro rates were reduced In Brantford
F0 as to cause & nat sAving 10 consumers
of $3,000 for the year. )

A four-vear-old cow, owned by A. Boyle.
near Woodsatock, Mholds the Canadian re-
cord, it 1a stated, for butter yield, havine
glven the equivalent of 1,090 pounds in a
vear.

Owing to Chiness prejudic @
everything of Germen orlziin. R’e\'r. li‘tin;t
Quirmbach, a2 Methodlat misslonary .
fifteen years, has changed hin name
Quentin.

tor
o

J. B, Houston, Principal of Victorta Puh.
lic School, St. Catharines, and Sccretary-
Treasurer of the School Teachers' Associn-
tion of Bt. Catharines and Nlagara Faily,
18 dead.

BRITISH AND FOREIGN,

British troopa by clever tactics inflicted
# severe defeat on the Turks beyond Bag-
dad. ' .

The United Gtates House pursed the
$7,000,000,000 bond LIl without a dissenting
vote,

Rev. Dr. J. H, Jowett of New York chty
has accepted tho call of a London, Eng,,
church,

Germun prisoners wero aboard the British
hospltal ship Gloucester Castle,’ torpedosd
by & submarine, L

NO SUB. BASE IN PACIFIC,
San  Francisco;,  April 15, —The
Japanese Admiralty officlally denied
yesterday that there was u Germun
submaiine In the Paclfic Oceun, ac-
cording to cubiegrams to a Jupanese

newspaper here,

h to The Globe.)

thirty pounds of baggage. With the
departure of the civillans the Ger-
mans seized three months’ rations
:gathered at Lens by the American Re-
lief Commission,

Foo Tries to Save Queant,

Fires continue to glow in Lens to-
day, while far away to the south fires
were>seen within St. Quentin, towards
which the British and French are
converging. Realizing that the im-
portant town of Queant, the switch
point of the Hindenburg line, was
threatened by the close proximity of
the British, the Germans early to-day
launched an attack from there over
a slx-mile front. While suffaring im-
mediate reverses everywhere eise, they
managed by the concentration of ar-
tillery to recapture Lagincourt, op-
posite Queant, which was taken from
them several weeks ago. Their vie-
tory at this point was short-lived,
however, for the British at once coun~
ter-attacked and retook Lagnicourt
with more than two hundred prison-
ars, and, catching the retreating Ger-
mans under an intensive field gun
fire, cut them to bits, Thusr ended the
first real ‘‘defensive offensive” the
Germans have attempted since the
battle of Arras began,

Germans Jumpy and Nervous,

From onc cnd of the DBritish-
front to the other the Germans
are palpably nervous and jumpy.
Where they have been driven
from their old positions they

. arq_fevertahly digging at every
opportunity, particularly at night.
Each morning new airplano
photographs show the result
of the nocturnal aativitles
behind the temporary line. Most
of the new trenches are merely
omergency defences  bhuilt  at
angles with a view to giving cover
to machine guns with which the
Germana hope to  delay the
British advance untll further
work can make the rear defences
tenable
It is now stated that no part of the

Hindenburg line was expected to be
completed until the end of April, de-
spite the claims that the recent West-
ern retirement has heen entirely ac-
cording to German plans,

Enemy Easlly Frightened.

Where the Germans still hold their
old positions to the north of Loos the
glightest movement on the part of the
British sends them into panic. Flares
and signal rockets of all colors spring
from their trenches. Bommbs are cust
linto No Man's Lund; trench motors
18et up a defensive barrage, and ar-
| tillery help is frantically called for.
i  Some of the German flures and
lghts are most amusing as well as
spectacular. Their latest star shells
have u parachute attachment and
hang suspended in the air for a long
time, lighting up the surrounding
country for several hundred yards.
They break Into three Lulls, and the
British soldiers call them “pawn
brokers."”

The Germans {n the front ine have
long been wurried‘ by the inferior-

(Continued on Page 5, Col. 4.0

SLAGKERS WANT T0
RETURN TO CANADA

Thousands of Them Rushed to
United States—Few Can
Get Back

(Special Despatch to The Giobhe.)

Ottawa, April 16.—The advent of
the United States into the war, with
the possibility of some form of con-
pulsory drafting for military service
across the line, has rosulted in na
sudden cessation of the recent drift
from Canada of a certain class of
slackers across the border. For some
months past this exodus from Canada
has been of large proportions, aver-
aging some weeks fully one thousand
per day. Part of the emigration may
be ascribed . to labor demands and
high wages in the United States, but
there were undoubtedly tens of thou-
sunds_who left Canada because they
feared they might be drafted for mili-
tary service. The ‘total exodus dur-
ing the past two years has, according
to the immigration autherities, been
prcbably over 200,000, A iarge pro-
portion were men of ailen hirth, drift-
ers and ne’er-do-well's, whose citizen-
ship is perhaps well lost to Canada,
Some of these are now seeking to
come back, but arec being rejected at
ports of entry by the tmmigration, of-
ficiuls as undesiribles.

ESPERANTO AUTHOR DIAD,

Amsterdam, April 15.—Dr, Ludwlg
Zamenhof, author of Idgperanto, died
yesterday at Warsaw, according to ad-
vices received here.

GEATGANS
FOR ALLIESON
" WEST FRONT

{Canadlan Press Despatchen)

LONDON, April 15. — To-
night’s official report reads :

“Fighting  again to-day
northwest of St. Quentin, we
gained ground ecast and north
of Gricourt and captured some
prisoners. We also further
progressed in the mneighbor-
hood of Havrineourt Wood, and
east of Lievin (captured on
Saturday), where our troops
are approaching Lens.

“‘Further particulars of the
enemy attack this morning
astride the Bapaume-Cambrai
road show that his losses were
even heavier than at first re-
ported. The attack was press-
ed with great determination
under a heavy fire from our in-
fantry and artillery. In addi-
tion to the three hundred pri-
soners captured, fifteen hun-
dred dead Germans were left in
front of our positions.

““Our airplanes carried ' out
successful bombing raids yester-
day. Valuable work was per-
formed in co-operation with our
artillery. Severe fighting oc-
curred in the air throughout
the day. Four German air-
planes were brought down, and
eleven others were driven down
by our machines. Ten of our
airplanes are missing.”’

200 PRISONERS CAPTURED.

The text of the Sundpy ~fter-
noon statement follows : .

“Early this morning the
enemy launched a strong attack
on a front of more than six
miles astride the Bapaume-
Cambrai road, under cover of 4
heavy bombardment against
our new positions from Hermies
to Noreuil. The attack was
everywhere unsucecessful, ex-
cept at Lagoiconrt, where, after
heavy fighting, the enemy gain-
ed a foothold. Our counter-
attack forthwith drove him
back out of the village, and his
troops, retiring under our ar-
tillery fire, sutfered very heavy

losses. More than two hundred
prisoners remained in our
hands.

“We advapneed our line

slightly during the night east
of Heininel.

““North of the Souchez River
our progress has been continu-
ed. We captured the enemy
defences east of Lievin from
Rianmont Wood to the castern
corner of Cite St. Pierre. and.
our troops are pushing on in
the direction of Lens.”

LIEVIN IS OCCUPIED.

The text of the Saturday
uight statement reads :

*‘“The town of Lievin, south-
west of and adjoining Lens,
was captured this morning.
Considerable quantities of war
material have fallen into our
hands. In the afterncon we
seized Cite St. Pierre, north-
west of Lens, and our troops
pressed on along the whole
front from the Searpe River to
the south of Loos and reached
points two to three miles east
of Vimy Ridge.

““‘South of the Secarpe heavy
fighting, in which the enemy
employed strong reserves, has
taken place all day. Attacks
and counter-attacks followed
each other at short intervals,
Our troops everywhere main-
tained the positions previously
captured and inflicted serious
losses on the enemy.

“We made further progress
during the day on a wide front
north and south of the RBap-
awne-Cambrai road. In the i
course of a series of fieree en-
counters, all of which resulted

“in our favor. our troops fought
their way forward during the
day south and east of Fayet to
within a few hundred yards of
the town of St. Quentin, and
carried the village of Gricourt
at the point of the bayonet, The

enemy  resistec stubbornly,

(Continued on Page 4, Col, 6.y

FOR FRENCH

Wilc_i Scenes in Lens When Beaten Germans Attempted to
' Save Guns and Supplies—Vivid Stories of Splendid

Work Done by the Cana

From Exposure and Lack of Water—Cheerful in the
Midst of Danger—Enemy Destroys Mines

(Special Cable Desy

COAL CAPITAL

dians, Who Suffered Terribly

h to The Globe.)

By PHILIP GIBBS,

“War Correspondents’ Headquarters,
April 14, — The capture of Vimy
Ridge. has been followed swiftly by
great and far-reaching rvesulits. Our
troops pushed forward to-day througa
Lievin, a long and straggling suburb
of Lens, clearing street after street-of
German machine gunners and rear-
guard posts, and our patrols have
already penetrated into Lens itself,
which is famous in France as the capi-
tul and centre of her northern mine
fitelds. The retaking of this city of
mine shafts and pit heads, electrical
power stations. and a great hive of
mining activity, where the popula-
tion is something like 40,000 people,
who lived In rows of red brick cot-
tages under a forest of high chimneys
and wmountainous slag-heaps, will
cause a thrill through all France, and
will be one of the greatest achieve-
ments-of the walr, « tremendous feat
of arms for the British troops.

Battle in the Outskirts.

1 looked into the clty to-day, down
its silent and deserted streety, and I
saw & body of our men working for-
ward to get into the heart of it. They

attacked a little wooded hill called
Bois de Riamont, just to the south of
the city, and, with great cunning and
courage, encircled its lower slopes and
made their way Into 4 street of houses,
behind u line of trees which is the
southern way into Lens. From the
western side up through Lievin other
troops were advancing cautiously. The
enemy is still there in machine-gun
redoubts, which will be very trouble-
some to our gallant men, but they ure
only rearguards, for the main bhody
of le. enemy has already retreated.
When the Canadians swept over Vimy
Ridge, capturing thousands of prison-
ori, and when yesterday the British
any Canadian troops reized BRofs-en-
Hache, and *“The Pimple,” at the
northern end of Vimy Ridge, the
enemy saw his last chiance of a suc-
cessful counter-attack foiled, and at
once he was seized with fear, and pre-
pared for inxtant retreat in wild con-
fusion. Lens and Lievin had been at-
tacked with his own guns. Both towns

had been fortified in & most formid-
able way, and were strongholds of
massed  artillery. It {1 certain the
enemy had at least 150 guid in that
great network of inines.and pitheads,
but they were all thréatened by the
advance down the northern slopes of
Vimy, and the Canacians were not
likely to stay inactive after their great
trlumph. They were also threatened
by the British advance from the Loos
battlefleld by way of that great pair|
of black slag hills called the Double ;
Crassler, famous In this war for|
closo, long and bloody fighting, where |
since September, 1915, our men have ;
been only a few yards away from the
renemy. The German Staff knew thelrI
great perll yeaterday and before.

WIild Scenes in Lens.

From prisoners we know wild!
scenes took place in Lens, frantic ef-'
forts belng made to get away the guns!
and stores, to defend the line of re- |
treat by blowing up roads, to carry‘
out orders for complete destruction by |
firing charges down the mine shafty,
flooding the great mine galleries so
that the French property of enormous
value .should not be left to Fr:l.n(:e,|
and withdrawlng great bodies of
troops down the roads under fire of
our long-range guns. Up to dawn
yesterday the enemy in Lens hoped
the British pursuit would be held back
by the German rearguards in Vimy
and Petit Vimy villages, but that hope
was flung from them when the Cana-
dianas swept down the ridge and chas-
ed thé enemy out of those places on
the lfower slopes towards Doual.

Novty Scotlans Como Back.

To-day as I went towards Lens over
Notre. Dame de Loratte and the val-
ley beyond I met a number of these
men coming back after their victorl-
ous flghting. Amongst them were
Nova Scotians and young lumbermen
and fishermen from the far west. They |
came in single file in a long proces-;|
sion through- the wood where once!
two years ago the young. Frenchmen
fought with heroic fury and died in
thousands to gain this ground, so that
even now all this hill is strewn with
their relica. The boys of Nova Scatia
came slowly, dragging one foot after
another in sheer exhaustion, stumb-
ling over loose stones and bits of

_(Céﬁtllxucd on Page &, Col.

HOME-GROWN FODD
[FOR FIGHTING MEN

British Civilians May Also

Have to Depend on Home
Productjgn

.

London. April 15.—“We may have
to reed our army and navy, as well as
ourselves, on home-grown food,” satd
Premier Lloyd George in a letter
which was read at a meeting to-night
of the Norwlch, Norfolk, Agrleultural
Committee. The letter was address-
ed "To All Workers on Land,” and
appealed to them to do their utmost
to help raise all food possible,

“The line which the British IZmpire
holds against the Germans,” the let-
ter continues, “is held at home as
well as abroad. If it breaks ut any
point it breuaks everywhere. In the
tace of the enemy the seamen of our
Royal nauval and mercantile marine
and the soldiers gathered froin every
part of our Empire hold our line

tirstly. You workers on land must
hold your part of our line as
strongly. . . .

“Bvery full day’'s labor you do
helps to shorten the struggle and
bring us nearer victory. KEvery idle
day, all loitering, lengthens the

struggle and makes defeal more pos-
sible. Thervefore, in the nuation's
honor, heed! Acquit yourselves like
men, and ng workers on land do your
duty with all your strength!”

New Food Restrictions.

To-day a new set of restriciions
became effective, which requires pro-
prietors of eating places to keep a
record of all meals served., They must
not serve more than & specified
amount cach week. Tha following is
the scale of allowances per meal:

RBreak(ast—2\eat, 2 ounces; sugar,

2.7 ounces; bread. 2 ouunces; flour, 1
ounce. .
* Luncheon—Meat, 6 ounces: sugar,
|2.7 ounces; bread, 2 ounces: flour, 1
ounce. .
Pinner—»Meat, & ounces: sugar, 2.7
ounces: bread. 2 ounces: flour, 1
ounce.

No meat or flour ds nllowed in place
of tea or sucur, Tuerday is designat-
ed ny a meatlese dav in London, Wed-
nesdny in the provinces.

Rritain issucd to-day a call to all

the nllied peoples, not only her own,
to help obviate a food shortage. 'The
call solemnly warns them that famine
conditions may exist throughout the
world ULefore the next harvest
reaped.

is

VIMY'S INFERNO
OUTDIDDANTE'S

Fearful - Destruction ’ Along
Ridge by British Shells

BURIED IN TRENCHES

Remnins of the German Soldiers Were
Later Disi red by Explosi
Lens is Still Holding OQut—Sunday
a Peaceful Day.

(By Stewart Lyon, Speclal Correse
pondent of the Canadian Press.)
Canadian Headquarters in France

(via London), April 15.—This des-

patch is written in the depth of a Ger-

man dugout near the crest of Vimy

Rldge. It is Sunday morning. The bat-

talion commander and staff, who are

occupying the dugout, are snatching

a few hours’ sleep, after a long day

of hard work upon the roads. The

- | ULKI'TAUND pead penina
EN, LENS EVACUATED, ST.QUENTIN TOFALL -
s JHAIG'S MEN FIGHT FIERCELY |

work of this sort already done is won- "~

derful. The battletteld, across which
rails and roads had te be construct-
ed. was so pitted with shell-holes that,
as an officer sald, not one blade of
grass remalins, and there is not a spot
without either a shell-hole or a mound
thrown up by the explasions. How
any men lived in the trenches through
the bombardment which produced
these nmazing results, on an area of
over two million square yards, Is in-
conceivable. Dante never imagined an
inferno like it. That great numbers
of the enemy were buried in their
trenches becomes evident as the clear-
ing up proceeds. Many so buried were
disinterred by later shells, which de-
stroyed their place of sepulture.

A Crushing Disaster.

To the disaster which overtook the
German army here the ridge of Vimy
will remain a monument of the un-
paralleled dest.uction'of the hill, as

some convulsien of nature that-
changes the surface or theée earth.
Sheep ma;- graze in the trenches,

<craters and shell-holes, but months of
labor by a great army would not pre-
pare the soil for the plow.

The enemy is doing his best to-night
to add to the desolation. He has been
shelling steadily the crest of the ridge
with his big guns, lociated in the vi-
cinity of Lens, which still holds out
against us, and points well out on the
plain to which he has been driven.
Since his retreat began, his efforts
to stay the forwarding of our guns
and supplies have been pitiably futile.
Our answering fire is iIncreasing
steadily in volume as the night pass-
es and fresh batteries come into ac-
tion. The captured enemy guns are
playing an important part in convine-
ing the Germans that the vicinity of
Vimy Ridge is 4 most unhealthy place
for them.

Despite the vibration of the gun fire
when at its worst, this dugout evi-
dently was occupied by some high

_(C:)rr;ti-r;:efdaon Page 5, Col. 5— .

WAR SUMMARY

perately to hold up the Br

St. Quentin the enemy is
line.

Queant, important as the

the British several weeks

foe.

emergency defences to prov

they are falling back.
. * *
LENS HAS FALLE

" morning at 5 o’clock.

is the coal eentre of Northe
‘Jkeenlv felt by the enemy.

“population evacuated Lens

Lens and St. Quentin, which the Allied forces
are fast encireling, were ablaze yesterday.
enemy suffered heavy losses in a strong counter-attack
| ona six-mile front to relieve the British pressure on

attack regained Lagnicourt.
were taken and heavy losses inflicted on the retiring

* * »*
AIRPLANE PHOTOS
LINES show that the retiring troops are digging in
~ behind the temporary line, but the trenches are merely

N

THE GERMANS ARE AT BAY. fighting des-

itish advanee which, like a

spring tide, is sweeping eastward. From Queant to

stiffening the Hindenburg

[y

The

switeh-point of the Hin-

denburg line. Through the concentration of artillery
the enemy gained a temporary toothold at Lagni-
court, opposite Queant, which had been captured by

A British counter-
Two hundred prisoners

ago.

*

OF THE GERMAX

ide cover for machine guns.

The Germans are fighting to delay the British advance
long cnough to complete the rear defences on which

5 B

N, according to unofficial

.. reports. Patrols entered the burning town yesterday
Surrounded on three sides, the
enemy’s defences were- obliterated by the econcen-
trated fire of the British guns under General Horne.
the leading artillery expert in the British army. Lens

rn France. Tts loss will be
The German garrison, it

is helieved. will make a stand east of the citv before
falling back on the Drocourt-Queant line. The civil

on Friday. The Germans

(Continued on !'age
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and

hed
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