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MR LEVESQUE'S VISIT

/Q itted the e
1. Thank you for your letter of 11 April. dW$i§gb$he Department
telegraphed version to Lady Young who agreec of these ca?ers. !
view that it behoves us to take a relaxed Vlig t our door is ope€
The FCO have made it clear to all concerned thz Canadian High

to the Premier of Quebec if, accompanied by Moanwhile,  the
Commissioner, he wishes to walk through 1it. oL nnl eoci.
Quebecers know that Lady Young is happy to me

i them.
But I do not think we want to be seen to be chasing

| | e

dling of
2. We agree of course that the Quebec governm:nt'gegigps it
Levesque's contacts here was less than dexgygu SR X
there is residual embarrassment in Quebec T;VZier e Peibitor
encourage those concerned to make an evenvgra T
Mr Channon's visit. vt
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OLLOWING 1S TEXT OF A LETTER OF 11 APRIL TO YOU FROM N 1CK

ELAM OF WHICH N oy N I
My, Ul HICH ORIGINAL FOLLOWS BY BAG:
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MR LEVESQUE'S VISIT

gy TH1S BAG
y{OUR OVER
H PREMIER
LD BE

THE HIGH COMMISSIONER HAS ASKED ME TO WRITE DIRECT
TO EXPLAIN THE QUEBEC GOVERNMENT'S APPARENTLY BOORISH BEHA
THE AGENT GENERAL'S INVITATION TO BARONESS YOUNG TO DINE WIT
LEVESQUE. WE ARE PARTICULARLY ANX10US THAT BARONESS YOUNG SHOU
AWARE OF THE BACKGROUND.

2 | SAW THE AGENT GENERAL WHEN HE WAS HERE THREE WEEKS AGO AND

TOLD HIM WE HAD RECOMMENDED THAT MR CHANNON ACCEPT AN NV ITATION TO
RSATION DEVELOPED, THAT

DINNER IF HE WERE FREE, ADDING, AS THE CONVE

WE WOULD CERTAINLY SEE NO OBJECTION FROM OUR POINT OF VIEW TO
HYNDMAN'S INVITING BARONESS YOUNG ALSO, IF HE WISHED. AS YOU KNOW,
UHEN THE HIGH COMMISSIONER PAID 1S FAREWELL VISIT HERE LAST WEEK,
LEVESQUE SAID HE WOULD NOT WISH TO CALL ON AN FCO MINISTER ON THIS
OCCAS 0N, BUT HE DID NOT RULE OUT AN INFORMAL MEETING OVER THE DINNER !

TABLE.

R EUROPE IN THE QUEBEC MINISTRY OF INTER=

ONS, GHISLAIN CROFT, SUBSEQUENTLY TOLD ME THAT
INED) TO INVITE BARONESS YOQUNG

AN INVITATIGN HAD ALREADY 1SSUED) | EXPRESSED
| SAID WE HAD GONE OUT OF OUR WAY TO TRY AND
70 LEVESQUE'S VISIT, BECAUSE OF OUR DESIRE

| DLIER FOOTING NOW THAT THE

3,  WHEN THE DIRECTOR FO

NATIONAL RELATI
HYNDMAN HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED NOT (UNDERL

(WITHOUT SAYING LTHAT
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i b CROFT WAS VERY EMBARRAQSET - -
vaw\v': T Lo IOARKASSENET SHEEWAS QUIGK O ACKNOWLEDGE ~ END
o ey i;rur'b TO DO THE RIGHT THING BY QUEBEC. BUT IT HAD
BEEN AGKEED W HIN THE DUEREC GCOVERNME 3 ; n BE
IN THE QUEBEC GOVERNMENT THAT THE VIS1T WOULD bE :
sQUE

THAT LEVES

's’"*lvi'«TE AND JHOL e AMEE DAL T | :
LY CONCERNED WITH ECONOMIC ISSUES AND y
WAS i)l_SPEi\‘M'll_

WOULD STEER CLEAR OF THE P( - gl 0
2 HE POLITICAL ARENA, THIS |1SSUE

SFE NS I | NI BE A
SENSITIVE IN QUEBEC EOR REASONS Tt £ NE
> FOR REASONS THAT | WELL KNEW.

5 THE SAD FACT IS THA IE BEC - |NTERNAT10WNA
: AD FACT IS THAT THE QUEBEC MINISTRY OF IN ERNATIONAL

RELATIONS ARI N AN EVTDE I 1Y e e ~
LATIONS ARE IN AN EXTREME STATE OF JITTERINESS AS A RESULT OF
TR TR (TACYSNHEE

“VE QN T 1 REWMA Ol ACTCE -
LEVESQUE'S BEHAVIOUR AFTER HE SAW PRESIDENT PE
R H B

HE TOLD JOURNALISTS THAT PERTINI HAD SAID HE HAD NO TIME FOf
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN OTTAWA). THIS WAS A SEVERE BLOW TO THEIR
ATTEMPTS TO ESTABLISH QUEBEC'S RESPECTABILITY ON THE |NTERNAT IONAL
SCENE, AND THEY WILL DO ANYTHING TO AVOID A REPETITION. THEY KNOW
THAT LEVESQUE WILL BE ASKED AWKWARD, MISCHIEVOUS QUESTIONS BY
CANADIAN JOURNALISTS IN LONDOK (SEMI COLON) AND THEY DO NOT WANT HIM
TO HAVE T ADMIT THAT HE HAS MET AN FCO MINISTER, EVEN | NFORMALLY «

OoR US TO

6. THIS 1S A GREAT PITY, SINCE IT IS RATHER DIFFICULT e
ATE OF

NORMAL |SE RELATIONS WHEN THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT 1S IN A ST
ABNORMAL NERVOUSNESS AND LACK OF SELF-CONF|DENCE. BUT WE CAN
ONLY PROCEED AT THEIR PAGE - AND PLEAD THAT THEIR PATHETIC PROBLEMS

BE UNDERSTOOD AND THAT THEY BE FORGIVEN THEIR INVOLUNTARY D{SCOURTESY

TO LADY YOUNG..

ENDS.

SIGNED R H BAKER
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MR LEVESQUE'S VISIT e @96/”

te dir‘ect by
tly boorish
ous that

%:h The High Commissioner has asked me to wri
1s bag to explain the Quebec Government's apparen
behaylour over the Agent General's invitation to Baron
to dine with Premier Lévesque. We are particularly anxi
Baroness Young should be aware of the background.

2R I saw the Agent General when he was here three weeks
ggo.and told him we had recommended that Mr Channon accept an
invitation to dinner if he were free, adding, as the conveXScis

deyeloped, that we would certainly see no objection £ romnpoOUE
point of view to Hyndman's inviting Baroness Young also, if he
his farewell

wished. As you know, when the High Commissioner paid
visit here last week, Lévesque said he would not wish to call on
an FCO Minister on this occasion, but he did not rule out an
informal meeting over the dinner table.

=35 When the Director for Europe in the Quebec Ministry of

International Relations, Ghislain Croft, subsequently dime

that Hyndman had been instructed not to invite 5 i
n invitation had a '

great disappointment.
give some added :
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?varivate and wholly concerned with economic issues, and that
“GVeésque would steer clear of the political arena. This {gaue

ﬁ::wdesperately sensitive in Quebec, for reasons that 1 well
5. The sad fact i of Inter‘natiOnﬁl
Relations s that the Quebec Ministry

are in an extreme state of jitteriness as a result ©
Lévesque's behaviour after he saw Pregident pertini in Ttaly (gh’n
he told journalists that Pertini had said he had no time for the
Federal Government in Ottawa). This was a severe blow to gheir al
attempts to establish Quebec's respectability on the internatiﬁ:cw
scene, and they will do anything to avoid a repetition. el 24

that Lévesque will be asked awkward, mischievous questions by
Canadian journalists in London; and they do not want him to have
to admit that he has met an FCO Minister, even informally.

6. This is a gr ‘ difficult for
Gove \t is in a

state of abnorma
we can only proceed 2
stood and that they
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FROM HIGH COMMISS |ONER IN MONTREAL

M -~

Y TELNO 187: VISIT OF QUEBEC PREMIER TO LONDON

\ ENCOURAGED wim 1O e

N AS WwATER QNER
THRE

THE

REGARD OUR 1981 DIFFERENCES ON THE CONSTITUTIO
SED TO DO, BLAMING

DAM WHICH HE SEEMED ON THE WHOLE DISPO R
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT RATHER THAN HMG, AND TO CONCENTRATE OF )
INVESTMENT IN HIS SPEECH TO THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE «

ADE

L ON A

AND
'S vis\ T

2. HE SAID THAT HE wOULD PREFER NOT REPEAT NOT TO CAL
MINISTER AS THIS MIGHT GIVE A POLITICAL DIMENSION TO ®
WHICH HE PREFERRED TO AVOID. BUT HE WOULD BE nAPPY TO MEET ANY
MINISTER SOCIALLY EG. AT DINNER WITH MR HYNDMAN. N THE G \RCUN=
STANCES | RECOMMEND THAT IN ADDITION TO LADY YOUNG, MR CHANNON

|F POSSIBLE ACCEPT MR HYNDMAN'S I|NVITATION. MR LEVESQUE \S \:WELY
AND AMUSING TO TALK TO AND SPEAKS PERFECT ENGLISH (THOUGH W&
SAYS HIS WIFE'S ENGLISH IS SHAKY). -
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Sh
ould Lady Young, or another FCO Minister:

(i) receive Mr Lévesque who is paying 2 private NEE

to London from 17-19 April;

- ” Zvesque 'S
accept a promised invitation to a dinner 1n Mr Lev

honour to be given by the Quebec Agent-General on 17 April?

Recommendation

2. I recommend that:
: b Z
(i) we should not take the initiative in inviting Mr Lévesaque
to pay a call at the FCO; but that if a reques
through Canada House, Wwe should respond favourablys

t is rece ived,

(ii) Lady Young should accept the proposed invitation to the

dinner on 17 April.

Protocol Depp,rtment concur.

87 the High Commissioner in Ottawa has reported
'~v1*'s:lt to London from



®

CONFlDENTIAL

enquiries on proc
Mr Hyndman,had
in conver

‘ edura] matters which the Quebec Agent-General,
Sationd:::§széd to ?rOtocol Department. Among other t
Proper channel for pe T Martin Mr Hyndman acknowledged that the'tish
Ministers was thro nggests for calls by Quebec Ministers on BT
also told Mr Mg .t-ung the Canadian High Commission. Mr Hyndman
dinner refep TR that he wished to invite Lady Young to the
Mo baragraph 3 above and was told that there
Was no objection to his sending an invitation direct. Lady Young
has said that she would/ﬁ?%pared to attend.

hingS»

. The Department earlier told the Canadian High Commission that

W€ Wwould take the same view of a visit by the Premier of Quebec

as of the Premiers of other Canadian Provinces, namely that we

would recommend a courtesy call on a Foreign Office Minister if that
were feasible provided that, in accordance with the constitutional
position adhered to by the two governments, the request for 2
meeting was channelled through the High Commission. The Minister

of State has since said that she would be prepared to receive

Mr Lévesque, and this has been made known informally to Canada House
and to the Quebec-Agent General.

Argument
6. The relationship between Ottawa and the Provinces in Canada

is a very delicate and often acrimonious one. Although the
exceptional constraints of the period of the patriation of the
Constitution no longer apply, it is the British Government's
policy to keer the dispute as far as possible. Mr L&
s d d to Quebec sovereignty involving
ada, 1 her wi : :
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7. The Briti 34
ritish interest is to cultivate good

working rel ot

with both t <
he Federal Government and the individual Canadian

provinces, including Quebec.

Indeed it is likely

Channon on his for
i 3 S ,
forthcoming visit to Canada will go 'O Quebec

City and m
y eet members of the Quebec Government. However, W€

be car i 3
g eful in furthering this relationship not Lo ombarrass
e Quebec Government or the Federal Government.

think that we should do no more by way of invitation Lo

Mr Lévesque than we have already done, namely

to indicate

to both parties that subject to the observation of the esta
procedure we would consider favourably a request for @ court

call on Lady Young.

8. The same constitutional niceties need notaffect attend

at social occasions;and the Canadian High Commission accept
If Lady Young attends Mr Hyndman's dinner, this will serve the

practical purpose of meeting Mr Lévesque without inv

possible political enbarrassment of a meeting

font

that Mr paul

must

ol Lher

| accordlnﬂly

p1ished

esy

ance

this.

olving the

in the FCO. The
Canadian High Commissjoner will be attending the dinner.




