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The Mulroneys had their first sit-down dinner at Stornoway
on Saturday. They invited us, and we were the only diplomatic
representativesthere. No effort was spared to make the evening a
stylish one - it was black tie and long dress, the food was superb,
and a pianist played popular music in the background («We need some
class round here» said our host). The company was mixed - some
Conservative politicians (the Michael Wilsons - he looking more and

w~more like a Minister of Finance-designate), the Peter Blaikies (anoth

likely future minister), the Thomsons, (a retiring MP for Calgary),
some businessmen (Mr R Johnson, the American head of Nabisco and
Mr Van Hoven, the Treasurer of Hanna Mining from Cleveland) and some
press (Richard Doyle, former editor of the Globe and Mail and Bruce
Phillips of CTV) - about 24 all told.

725 Brian Mulroney would clearly like, with Mila's help, to be seen
as a sophisticated, elegant man of the world. But the veneer is thin,
and every so often it cracks, and the Irish political street-fighter
comes through. Particularly now when John Turner is mentioned. Then
his teeth positively chatter. He claims (as he has in public) that
Turner had made a hash of things in the past ten days and that it
would be all do 1 from now on. He told me that he had told Petex
Carrington that ! resent government were «a bunch of socialists»
and that Turner w e Enoch Powell of Canada». I am not surprisec
i I  telephone that he had not
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He was at pains to emphasise to Shirley (as he did to me at our
first meeting two years ago) that he hated the IRA and had chosen
not to go to Ireland for his honeymoon pecause of them, clearly he
thinks that we must regard him with gsuspicion as an Trish Canadian.
He told Shirley that many of his present constituents in Nova
Scotia are Scots, so he has banned the playing of «When Irish Eyes
are Smiling» and tends now to talk about «we Scots!».
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