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VISIT TO THE UK BY CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER

ed the PUS whetheT

D Day should issue€

1. The High Commissioner in Ottawa has ask
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Ci%?} we can secure from No 10 agreement that Sir
a definite invitation to the new Canadian Prime Minister to

visit Britain.

2 2. On 6 August, No 10 reported that the Prime Minister found
Cﬂjhv'”lnimaginative” our suggestion that inviting the Canadian
a good way of improvin
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PP‘ Prime Minister to visit Britain would be
Nevertheless since both Ottawa and
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he single most effect]
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the opportunity of meeting Mr Mulroney soon = either
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imvitation o be nssped.

s It would help Un deciding which courge to take it we
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possible that she may have in mind going to Canada

on her way to or from the United States next year. Mr POWE L1
letter of 6 August (Flag B) indicates that Mrs Thatcher thought
the new Canadian Prime Minister would have better things to do
than visit Britain, (but assumed at that stage that Mr TurneXr
was going to win.) It could be that the Prime Minister has
other reasons for being against any early Canadian visit

to the UK. Or it may simply be that the importance which

the post (and NAD) attach to this gesture has not come across
strongly enough to No 10. Perhaps the next step is for

someone to have a word with Mr Powell at No 10.

D R MacLennan

North America Department

/ M??’l— n [’:\ ﬂ/\n( Aﬁuy 5\ V\f /(7[ Wi 24vi- as SR e oA

; " )
- ﬁ»o%Tii cr eehes h b abeit s detruuns op [ -

L/“/A/Ir\a/}’( aNn VVPA,?L!'JMS’ Wt S'Ev’)lh L«) ff-\/\'[v,-- P b: f : bl \

Iyvia /S Lw:" o 'ﬁ/a—f‘ I S e S o o A

CONFIDENTIAL

-~
LA R AL L] SO L 1




CONFIDENTIAL B (Z o

. : s
m-.la../“c O20/1.
SR gy o
2 AAUG 334
l ‘ =80l  FROM: N H Marshall, NAD
:J_‘DATE: 9 August 1984
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RELATIONS WITH CANADA e Selle

t in which
t our
hould be

1. You have sent us ilr Powell's letter of 6 Augus
the Prime Minister is recorded as taking the view tha
recommendation that the new Canadian Prime Minister s

invited to visit Britain is "unimaginative", and calling for more
ideas.
D This is somewhat tiresowe. The fact is that both we and

h could

the Canadians have been working on "practical steps whic
be taken to improve Anglo/Canadian relations" for the past

two years. These were briefly summarised in paragraph three

of the draft outward letter to No 10 as submitted. I do not
think that the Prime Minister could have been/ dismissive of your
letter of 3 Auzust if it had included that material. Was there

a particular reason for its exclusion of which we should be
aware? We shall of course be consulting Sir D Day and putting on
our own thinking caps, although I am bound to say that ITdoSnoe
have high expectations that anyone will come up with anything

dramatic.
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Mr Marshall
NAD < From: Mr Derek Thomas
Date: 7 August 1984

ce Sir W Harding
Mr David Thomas

UK /CANADA
o2ie

\é Xzzuéztziested to see Mr Powell's lestter to Mr Budd of
¥ i 1 out 901nts arising from Mr John Turner's recent
oo aéked fpartlcular, 1 notice that the Prime Minister
i taﬁr thought to be given to practical steps which
et e aken to improve Anglo/Canadian relations. 1t might
p if, with due diffidence, I offer one or two thoughts
on this, for whatever worth they may be.

2. The desirability of taking steps to improve Anglo/Canadian
relations has been a long running theme, certainly going

back to my own time in Ottawa (1967-69) and before. In my
experience, it has always proved intractable, partly because
of Canadian sensibilities and partly because of British
irritation with Canddian attitudes and policies.

3. The most effective single step we could take to improve
the Canadian attitude towards Britain would be to take the
Canadian Government (and by extension Canadian interests)
more seriously. There are two ways of doing this. One is
by encouraging such things as high profile visits in both
directions (political as well as royal), sending messages of
the kind we are habityally sending to our closest partners,
devising appropriate ceremonial occasions to mark
particular events (the last one I remember was the centenary
I wonder, ever

of Canadian Dominio Status). Have we,
) _statue to Mackenzie King or Lester

LT s of that kind would be a way of
;n soul and would be likely to produce
e tions dividend.

more difficult but

t the Canadians

rs of mutual
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of view, the process is fairly unrewarding and, everytime

I have seen it given a new start, it tends to die a fairly
early death. But nevertheless I believe that it is the

best way of getting across to Canadian Governments that

we are anxious to improve the relationship. Provided we

do not expect too much to come from it, I think it is ‘
worth the effort. /I am sure the Prime Minister is right /5.
in her evident instinect that Mr Turner's return to‘

the Canadian political scene offers a new opportunity.

He gained an outstanding reputation as Chairman of the
IMF/IBRD Interim Committee when he was Finance Minister in
the seventies. His international credentials are therefore
good. The Americans can certainly be expected to make a
new effort to mend their fences once he returns to power.

I am sure it is important that we should do so too.




