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First became active in politics when he

Opposed the corrupt regime of M Duplessis proported the asbestos miners in Quebec in 1949.

P .
a federalist French Canadian, maintaining th comer of Quebec. Later he came out clearly as

at a separate Quebec could not be viable, th
: ; ; , that French
Cana.dla.n]s cc:\l}:mﬁ);]tt:nfo ﬂ;elr f}xlﬁlmept In Canada, and that it was largely the failure of Quebec
provincial g i ; xermse. t‘heu powers under the Federal Constitution that had left
Quebec as a ghe O for so long. He joined the Federal Liberal Party in 1965 and was elected to the
Federal Parliament in the same year.

Mr Trudeau’s star rose rapidly in the House of Commons. After a short spell as
Parliamentary-Secretary to Mr Pearson who was then Prime Minister, he was appointed in 1967 as
Minister of Justice, where he attracted favourable notice for his handling of a new Divorce Bill, In
April 1968 he ran for the party leadership and swept aside a number of senior rivals as well as one
or two other young hopefuls. In the general election that followed the Liberals were returned to
power with an absolute majority, for the first time since 1953, as Trudeaumania swept the country.

Mr Trudeau was Prime Minister of Canada from 1968 until 1979, and again from 1980-84.
His first government lasted 4 years and included the October 1970 kidnapping crisis, and was, in
retrospect, probably his finest period as Prime Minister. By the end of his first 4 years in office the
force of Trudeaumania was, however, spent. The ease with which he had come to power, his
pre-eminence within his own party and the ineffectiveness of the opposition led him to adopt an
autocratic style, although he continued to philosophise from time to time about “participatory
democracy”. About this time his relations with the press deteriorated and were never to recover.
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From 1980 tp 1982 he devoted much of his time ang energy to his aim of patriating the
nadian Constitution from Westminster, and providing Canadians with a Charter of Rights,
entually succeeding in 1982,

d A ary 1984 his intention to resign as Leader of the Liberal
Party. A leadership convention in Ottawa j

In June 1984 elected Mr John Turner (qv) to succeed
him. Mr Trudeau stepped down, and Mr Turner was sworn in as Prime Minister on 30 June 1984.

Mr Trudeau married in 1971. After a long period of difficulties he and his wife Margaret

were separated in the summer of 1977. They were divorced in 1984. He retains custody of the
three children.




